., which reflects great credit on that officer who has thus set a good example for other Surgeons, in Similarly, the water from the bath-rooms is allowed to run into deep wells dug for the purpose. The privies communicate with a deep ditch below, where the excreta are allowed to accumulate from year to year. Such being the case, the putrefaction of the solid and fluid excreta and the refuse water gives rise to foul and pestiferous air, which is in most cases the cause of severe forms of fever, not unfrequently of a typhoid nature." Again, we are informed that in the "valley and just outside the fort wall is a large ditch, circular in shape, and about 60 feet in diameter. It is a salt marsh, and except during the rainy months, when it is fed by the rain-water which drains into it from the surrounding hills, it is partly dry and boggy, and covered with an incrustation of salt which is scraped off for home use by the poor people, whose huts encroach on the borders of this marsh. The decomposing salt-water mixed with excreta and putrid flesh of quadrupeds and fish thrown into this water, gives rise to a pestiferous atmosphere, arid deaths are frequent among the inhabitants and poor pilgrims, who crowd together in its vicinity, from a very severe form of remittent fever." Like most oriental towns the city abounds in long narrow streets and numerous lanes, and the houses in many places, on opposite sides are so close together that "some of the lanes are arched over with houses, which protect them from the heat and glare of the mid-day sun," but interfere with ventilation, which must be very imperfect in such a closely built town. "There is no system of conservancy of any kind in use to remove the excreta, nor drains to let the refuse water find its way out; and not unfrequently dead animals are thrown about the streets, where they remain till they wither away in the heat." The population is very variable, the town being at one time crowded, and at another nearly empty, according to the season of the year.
Oar readers are doubtless aware that Muscat, the capital of Oman, is situated 011 the gulf of Oman, and at the foot of a chain of hills, which extend all along the south-eastern coasi of Arabia and which here encroach upon the sea. Ihe country around Muscat is intersected by numerous water-courses which run through some fertile valleys lying between the various mountain chains. In one of these valleys is situated the town of Muscat.
The eastern half of the northern side is exposed to the sea, while the western half, east and south-east are closed up by the hills. The whole is enclosed by a high wall, with bastions on the west and south. Its breadth from north to south is about 800 feet, and it is three times as long as it is broad. The surrounding hills are composed of igneous rocks consisting of serpentine, interspersed wiih veins of calc-spar, and covered at the tops and sides with a yellowish coloured limestone formation containing pebbles lying on the igneous rock, sandy grit, silico-calcareous deposits, remains of marine animals, and purer forms of pinkish limestone. The Catineh coast is formed, Dr 
